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The Prince’s Countryside Fund is 
currently open for grant funding 
of up to £10k and is particularly 
encouraging applications from 
Norfolk and Suffolk as the 
deadline for entries approaches 
on March 19.

The charity is seeking innovative 
projects that build resilience 
through community-led solutions 
from groups and organisations 
which are working in villages and 
hamlets with populations of  fewer 
than 3,000 residents.

The fund — launched by the 
Prince of  Wales in 2010 — aims to 
ensure the UK has thriving farms 
and rural communities. It is 

particularly encouraging 
applications from Norfolk, Suffolk, 
South East England and Wales.

Executive director Keith 
Halstead said: “We particularly 
want to invest in innovative 
projects in remote rural areas - our 
Village Survival Guide has some 
fantastic examples of  unleashing 
the potential of  rural 
communities. We would like to 
thank players of  People’s Postcode 
Lottery and the NFU Mutual 
Charitable Trust for their 
continuing support which has 
been vital over the past year.”

Visit: www.
princescountrysidefund.org.uk/
grants.
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Company which helps launch new rural 
ventures celebrates national farm award
A company which brings farm 
diversifications to life says it has 
seen demand for locally sourced 
food soar over the last year as it 
picked up a national award.

Appetite Me, based near Bury St 
Edmunds, scooped the Supplier of  
the Year accolade as the Farm 
Retail Association (FRA) gave out 
eight industry gongs.

The firm’s managing director 
Rob Tate said although the last 
year had been hard on everyone, 
demand for locally sourced, fresh 
food had “never been higher” and 
he expected the trend to continue 
long after the pandemic is under 
control.

“We are very proud to have won 
this award,” he added. “It’s a 
testament to all our hard work 
over the last few years. Our highly 
skilled and experienced team have 
created a rural retail model that is 
proving to be highly successful in 
the industry.

“With our expertise, experience 
and skill we can create, plan and 
implement a full range of  rural 
development and diversification 
projects. We work with our clients 
to turn their rural space or 
building into a high end retail 
operation, from beautiful, artisan 
food and farm shops to amazing 
country style restaurants or cafés.

“Our team includes professional 
retail consultants, designers and 
project managers who have 
worked in this specialist field for 
many years on countless 

successful projects. We bring our 
client’s visions to life, not only 
with creative flair and attention to 
detail, but with practical, 
profitable solutions.”

The company helps rural 
businesses to launch new ventures 
— or re-work established ones, 
and can guide them through the 
whole process.

“We offer a unique service from 
innovative economic design, 
sourcing artisan food and drink 
ranges, to recruiting and training 
high quality staff,” said Mr Tate.

“We can even create their new 
branding, enhance their online 
presence using our experienced 
team of  in-house graphic, web and 
3D designers and create incredible 
bespoke own brand products that 
their customers will keep coming 
back for.”

The Farm Retail Awards are 
judged by fellow farm retailers 
and celebrate the best farm shops, 
farm cafés and restaurants, 
farmers’ markets and trade 
suppliers in the country.

Chairman Rob Copley said: 
“Judging this year’s entries really 
was no mean feat. The FRA is 
proud to represent a sector that is 
bursting with imagination, full of  
innovation and most importantly, 
a real passion for quality British 
produce. A huge congratulations 
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to all our winners, they are truly 
among the very best in the 
business.

“It has taken a superhuman 

effort by everyone in farm retail 
over the last 12 months to adapt to 
very different ways of  doing 
business and serving customers. 

All of  our winners can take great 
pride in what they have achieved 
and they can look to the future 
with great confidence.”
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